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Dear [NAME OF Vet Clinic],
You are receiving this letter because a canine patient of yours has been diagnosed with Brucella canis infection. B. canis is a zoonotic bacteria that can be spread from animals to humans. 
[Name of dog, date of birth] was seen at your clinic on the following dates, and possibly others: xxxxxxxxx
Please review your records regarding when this canine was seen, what activities may have put staff at risk of infection, and which staff had direct contact. Notify those staff accordingly.
No treatment, including antibiotics, is certain to eliminate B. canis infection in canines; dogs can appear healthy and still shed B. canis in their bodily fluids. At this time, it is uncertain when the canine patient of yours became infected.  They may have appeared healthy when seen in your clinic but may have been contagious.

The most common way people become infected is through direct contact with an infected dog’s bodily fluids (e.g., urine, feces, blood, wound drainage, saliva, and vaginal secretions) through breaks in their skin or mucous membranes. People who have weakened immune systems, young children 5 and under, pregnant women, and those with artificial heart valves are at higher risk of severe disease if they become infected. Infected pregnant women can experience miscarriage or stillbirth.
We recommend the following: 

· Conduct a risk assessment to identify staff and others who may have been exposed. 

· The average incubation period for brucellosis is 2-10 weeks but ranges from a few days to 6 months. All exposed persons should self-monitor for symptoms for 6 months. Symptoms of B.canis infection in humans can include: fever, anorexia (loss of appetite), joint and lower back pain, fatigue, headache, night sweats, myalgia (muscle aches or pain). Chronic untreated brucellosis can lead to abscesses in the liver, spleen, heart valves, brain, or bone; severe bone and joint problems; and, in rare cases, death.
Persons with high-risk exposures are recommended to receive post exposure prophylaxis (PEP) and should discuss this with their providers. A high risk exposure would be having mucous membrane or abraded skin contact with blood, reproductive secretions, wounds/abscesses/or infected tissue, or being within 5 ft when an aerosolizing procedure is being performed with any of these specimens (e.g. abscess manipulation, high pressure irrigation, surgery with a saw or drill). Additionally, persons who are young (5 and under), pregnant, or immunocompromised, and have had mucous membrane or abraded skin contact with saliva or urine, are also recommended to receive PEP and seek provider advice.

Exposed persons experiencing symptoms should see their health care provider, inform them of this possible exposure, and contact their county’s public health department.  If there are further concerns or questions, please call Whitman County Public Health at 509.397.6280. Thank you for your cooperation.
Additional Resources:
· Best Practices for Brucella canis Prevention and Control in Dog Breeding facilities: https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_welfare/downloads/brucella_canis_prevention.pdf
·  Brucellosis: Brucella canis: http://www.cfsph.iastate.edu/Factsheets/pdfs/brucellosis_canis.pdf
